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Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC 
 
 

For decades, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC has represented individuals, small 
businesses, institutional investors, and employees in many of the major class action cases litigated in 
the United States for violations of the antitrust, securities, consumer protection, civil 
rights/discrimination, environmental, ERISA, employment, and human rights laws. Cohen Milstein is 
also at the forefront of numerous innovative legal actions that are expanding the quality and 
availability of legal recourse for aggrieved individuals and businesses both domestic and international.  
Over its history, Cohen Milstein has obtained many landmark judgments and settlements for 
individuals and businesses in the United States and abroad. The firm’s most significant past and 
present cases include: 

 
• In re Vitamins Antitrust Litigation, MDL No. 1285 (D.D.C.).  Cohen Milstein served as co-lead 

counsel for two certified classes of businesses that directly purchased bulk vitamins and were 
overcharged as a result of a ten year global price-fixing and market allocation conspiracy.  
Chief Judge Hogan approved four major settlements between certain vitamin defendants and 
Class Plaintiffs, including a landmark partial settlement of $1.1 billion.  In a later trial before 
Chief Judge Hogan concerning four Class Plaintiffs’ remaining unsettled Vitamin B4 (choline 
chloride) claims, a federal jury in Washington unanimously found Japan’s second largest 
trading company, Mitsui & Co., Ltd., its wholly-owned U.S. subsidiary Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), 
Inc., DuCoa, LP, a choline chloride manufacturer based in Highland, Illinois, and DuCoa’s 
general partner, DCV, Inc. liable for participating in the conspiracy and ordered them to pay 
$49,539,234, which is trebled to $148,617,702 under the federal antitrust laws.  The case was 
subsequently settled against those defendants. 

• Keepseagle v. Vilsack, Civil Action No. 1:99CV03119 (D.D.C.).  A class of Native American 
farmers and ranchers allege that they have been systematically denied the same opportunities to 
obtain farm loans and loan servicing that have been routinely afforded white farmers by the 
USDA.  A class was certified in 2001 by Judge Emmet Sullivan, District Judge for the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia, and the D.C. Circuit declined USDA’s request to 
review that decision.  On October 19, 2010, the case reached a historic settlement, with the 
USDA agreeing to pay $680 million in damages to thousands of Native American farmers and 
ranchers and forgive up to $80 million worth of outstanding farm loan debt.  

• In re Parmalat Securities Litigation, No. 04 MD 1653 (S.D.N.Y.). In this securities litigation 
case, Cohen Milstein has successfully negotiated two partial settlements totaling approximately 
$90 million.  At the second partial settlement hearing, Judge Lewis A. Kaplan remarked that 
plaintiffs counsel “did a wonderful job here for the class and were in all respects totally 
professional and totally prepared.  I wish I had counsel this good in front of me in every case.”  
Our clients, four large European institutional investors, were appointed as co-lead plaintiffs and 
we were appointed as co-lead counsel.  Most notably, this case allowed us the opportunity to 
demonstrate our expertise in the bankruptcy area.  During the litigation, the company 
subsequently emerged from bankruptcy and we added “New Parmalat” as a defendant because 
of the egregious fraud committed by the now-bankrupt old Parmalat.  New Parmalat 
strenuously objected and Judge Kaplan of the Southern District of New York ruled in the class 
plaintiffs’ favor, a ruling which was affirmed on appeal.  This innovative approach of adding 
New Parmalat enabled the class to obtain an important additional source of compensation, as 
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we subsequently settled with New Parmalat. 

• Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., No. C-01-2252 (N.D. Cal.).  Cohen Milstein is co-lead counsel 
in this sex discrimination case.  In 2004, the U.S. District Court certified a nationwide class 
action lawsuit for all female employees of Wal-Mart who worked in U.S. stores anytime after 
December 26, 1998.  This was the largest civil rights class action ever certified against a private 
employer, including approximately 1.5 million current and former female employees.  That 
ruling was appealed, and while affirmed by the Ninth Circuit, was reversed by the Supreme 
Court in June 2011.  Cohen Milstein argued the case for the plaintiffs-respondents in the 
Supreme Court.  Since then, the Dukes action has been amended to address only the Wal-Mart 
regions that include stores in California, and other regional class cases have been or are soon to 
be filed.  This litigation to resolve the merits of the claims – whether Wal-Mart discriminates 
against its female retail employees in pay and promotions – continues. 

• Rubin v. MF Global, Ltd. (08-CV-02233, S.D.N.Y.).  Acting as co-lead counsel in this class 
action, the Firm represented the Central States, Southeast and Southwest Areas Pension Fund 
which was one of the co-lead plaintiffs in the case.  In September 2010, as a result of Plaintiffs’ 
decision to appeal, the U.S. Second Circuit Court of Appeals vacated in part the lower court’s 
dismissal of the case and remanded the case for further proceedings.  In overturning the District 
Court decision, the Second Circuit issued a decision which differentiated between a forecast or 
a forward looking statement accompanied by cautionary language -- which the Appellate Court 
said would be insulated from liability under the bespeaks caution doctrine -- from a factual 
statement, or non-forward-looking statement, for which liability may exist.  Importantly, the 
Second Circuit accepted Plaintiffs’ position that where a statement is mixed, the court can sever 
the forward-looking aspect of the statement from the non-forward looking aspect.  The Court 
further stated that statements or omissions as to existing operations (and present intentions as to 
future operations) are not protected by the bespeaks caution doctrine.  Mediation followed this 
decision and resulted in a settlement comprised of $90 million in cash. 

• Hughes v. Huron Consulting Group (09-CV-04734, N.D. Ill.).  Cohen Milstein represented lead 
plaintiffs the Public School Teachers’ Pension & Retirement Fund of Chicago and the Arkansas 
Public Employees Retirement System (“APERS”) in this case against Huron Consulting Group, 
founded by former Arthur Anderson personnel following its collapse in the wake of the Enron 
scandal.  In August 2010, the District Court for the Northern District of Illinois denied 
defendants' motions to dismiss in their entirety and upheld plaintiffs’ allegations that 
defendants intentionally improperly accounted for acquisition-related payments, which allowed 
plaintiffs to move forward with discovery.  The case was settled for $40 million, comprised of 
$27 million in cash and 474,547 shares in Huron common stock, with an aggregate value at the 
time of final approval in 2011 of approximately $13 million. 

• In re Lucent Technologies Securities Litigation, Civ. Action No. 00-621 (JAP) (D.N.J.).  A 
settlement in this massive securities fraud class action was reached in late March 2003.  The 
class portion of the settlement amounts to over $500 million in cash, stock and warrants and 
ranks as the second largest securities class action settlement ever completed.  Cohen Milstein 
represented one of the co-lead plaintiffs in this action, a private mutual fund. 

• RehabCare, Civil Action No. 6197 (Delaware Court of Chancery). Cohen Milstein served as 
co-lead counsel in this shareholder litigation challenging the acquisition of healthcare provider 
RehabCare Group, Inc. by Kindred Healthcare, Inc.  A settlement was approved in September 
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2011 and provided for additional disclosures regarding the process leading up to the merger 
along with a $2.5 million payment for the benefit of the class of RehabCare shareholders. 

• Nate Pease, et al. v. Jasper Wyman & Son, Inc., et al., Civil Action No. 00-015 (Knox County 
Superior Court, Me.).  In 2004, a state court jury from Maine found three blueberry processing 
companies liable for participating in a four-year price-fixing and non-solicitation conspiracy 
that artificially lowered the prices defendants paid to approximately 800 growers for wild 
blueberries.  The jury ordered defendants Cherryfield Foods, Inc., Jasper Wyman & Son, Inc., 
and Allen’s Blueberry Freezer, Inc. to pay $18.68 million in damages, the amount which the 
growers would have been paid absent the defendants’ conspiracy.  After a mandatory trebling 
of this damage figure under Maine antitrust law, the total amount of the verdict for the 
plaintiffs is just over $56 million.  The Firm served as co-lead counsel. 

• In re StarLink Corn Products, Liability Litigation, MDL No. 1403. (N.D. Ill.).  Cohen Milstein 
successfully represented U.S. corn farmers in a national class action against Aventis 
CropScience USA Holding and Garst Seed Company, the manufacturer and primary distributor 
of StarLink corn seeds.  StarLink is a genetically modified corn variety that the United States 
government permitted for sale as animal feed and for industrial purposes, but never approved 
for human consumption.  However, StarLink was found in corn products sold in grocery stores 
across the country and was traced to widespread contamination of the U.S. commodity corn 
supply.  The Firm, as co-lead counsel, achieved a final settlement providing more than $110 
million for U.S. corn farmers, which was approved by a federal district court in April 2003.  
This settlement was the first successful resolution of tort claims brought by farmers against the 
manufacturers of genetically modified seeds. 

• In re Diet Drug Litigation (Fen-Phen), MDL No. 1203 (E.D. Pa.).  As a member of the 
Plaintiffs’ Management Committee and Sub-Class Counsel, Cohen Milstein played a major part 
in the success of the Fen-Phen diet drug litigation and settlement (In re: Diet Drugs 
(Phentermine, Fenfluramine, Dexfenfluramine) Products Liability Litigation, MDL 1203).  
Cohen Milstein and other plaintiffs’ counsel achieved the largest settlement ever obtained in a 
mass tort case - $3.75 billion – on behalf of millions of U.S. consumers who used Pondimin 
(fenfluramine) or Redux (dexfenfluramine), either alone or in combination with phentermine, 
diet drugs that are associated with heart valve damage. 

• Snyder v. Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, No. 97/0633 (Sup. Ct. N.Y. Onondaga 
Cty.).  Cohen Milstein served as one of plaintiffs’ principal counsel in this case on behalf of 
persons who held life insurance policies issued by Nationwide through its captive agency force.  
The action alleged consumer fraud and misrepresentations.  Plaintiffs obtained a settlement 
valued at more than $85 million.  The judge praised the efforts of Cohen Milstein and its co-
counsel for having done “a very, very good job for all the people.”  He complimented “not only 
the manner” in which the result was arrived at, but also the “time … in which it was done.” 

• Oncology & Radiation Associates, P.A. v. Bristol Myers Squibb Co., et al., No. 1:01CV02313 
(D.D.C.). Cohen Milstein has been co-lead counsel in this case since its inception in 2001. 
Plaintiffs alleged that Bristol-Myers Squibb unlawfully monopolized the United States market 
for paclitaxel, a cancer drug discovered and developed by the United States government, which 
Bristol sells under the brand name Taxol. Bristol’s scheme included a conspiracy with 
American BioScience, Inc., a generic manufacturer, to block generic competition. Cohen 
Milstein’s investigation and prosecution of this litigation on behalf of direct purchasers of 
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Taxol led to a settlement of $65,815,000 that was finally approved by U.S. District Judge 
Emmet G. Sullivan on August 14, 2003 and preceded numerous Taxol-related litigations 
brought by the Federal Trade Commission and State Attorneys General offices. 

• Kruman v. Christie’s International PLC, et al., Docket No. 01-7309.  A $40 million settlement 
on behalf of all persons who bought or sold items through Christie’s or Sotheby’s auction 
houses in non-internet actions was approved in this action.  Cohen Milstein served as one of 
three leading counsel on behalf of foreign plaintiffs.  The Court noted that approval of the 
settlement was particularly appropriate, given the significant obstacles that faced plaintiffs and 
plaintiffs’ counsel in the litigation.  The settlement marked the first time that claims on behalf 
of foreign plaintiffs under U.S. antitrust laws have been resolved in a U.S. court, a milestone in 
U.S. antitrust jurisprudence. 

• In re Infant Formula Consumer Antitrust Litigation (multiple state courts).  Cohen Milstein 
instituted price-fixing cases on behalf of indirect-purchasers in 17 states under state antitrust 
laws against three companies who conspired to drive up the price of infant formula.  The cases 
resulted in settlements of $64 million for purchasers of infant formula. 

• Domestic Air Transportation Antitrust Litigation (N.D. Ga.).  Plaintiffs alleged a conspiracy 
among major airlines to set prices. In one of the largest consumer class actions ever brought to 
a successful conclusion, Cohen Milstein was one of the lead counsel and obtained a settlement 
of travel discounts and cash totaling $458 million for the class of individuals and businesses. 

• In re The Exxon Valdez Litigation, No. A89-095 Civ. (D. Ak.).  The firm was selected from 
dozens of law firms around the country by federal and state judges in Alaska to serve as co-lead 
counsel for plaintiffs in the largest environmental case in United States history that resulted in a 
jury verdict of more than $5 billion (reversed and remanded for revised punitive damages 
award; further proceedings pending). 

• Holocaust Litigation.  In the historic Swiss Banks litigation, Cohen Milstein served, pro bono, 
as co-lead counsel for Holocaust survivors against the Swiss banks that collaborated with the 
Nazi regime during World War II by laundering stolen funds, jewelry and art treasures.  Cohen 
Milstein obtained a $1.25 billion settlement, leading the presiding judge to call the firm’s work 
“indispensable.”  See In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litig., Case No. CV 96-4849 (ERK) 
(MDG) (Memorandum of Chief Judge Korman dated July 26, 2002).  The Firm was also a lead 
counsel in litigation by survivors of World War II-era forced and slave labor in litigation 
against the German companies that profited from using the labor of concentration camp 
inmates.  This litigation, which resulted in an unprecedented settlement of $5.2 billion, was 
resolved by multinational negotiations involving the defendants, plaintiffs’ counsel, and the 
governments of several countries for approximately two million claimants. 

Cohen Milstein has contributed over tens of thousands of hours of time to human rights 
and pro bono cases since 1996.  As an example, the Firm represented eight survivors and/or 
families of the victims of the September 11, 2001 attack on the Pentagon before the Federal 
compensation fund.  Cohen Milstein has obtained a substantial recovery for each, including the 
highest recovery to date, $6.8 million, for an injured individual. 

• Roberts v. Texaco, Inc., 94-Civ. 2015 (S.D.N.Y.).  Cohen Milstein represented a class of 
African-American employees in this landmark litigation that resulted in the then-largest race 
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discrimination settlement in history ($176 million in cash, salary increases and equitable relief).  
The Court hailed the work of class counsel for, inter alia, “framing an imaginative settlement, 
that may well have important ameliorative impact not only at Texaco but in the corporate 
context as a whole …”. 

• Conanan v. Tanoue, No. 00-CV-3091 (ESH).  Cohen Milstein represented African-American 
employees at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) in this race discrimination suit, 
which settled for $14 million.  The settlement provides the largest payment made in an 
employment discrimination class action based on race against a federal agency. 

• Trotter v. Perdue Farms, Inc., Case No. 99-893 (RRM) (JJF) (MPT), D. Del.  This suit on 
behalf of hourly workers at Perdue’s chicken processing facilities – which employ 
approximately 15,000 people – forced Perdue to pay employees for time spent “donning and 
doffing,” that is, obtaining, putting on, sanitizing and removing protective equipment that they 
must use both for their own safety and to comply with USDA regulations for the safety of the 
food supply.  The suit alleged that Perdue’s practice of not counting donning and doffing time 
as hours worked violated the Fair Labor Standards Act and state law.  In a separate settlement 
with the Department of Labor, Perdue agreed to change its pay practices.  In addition, Perdue is 
required to issue retroactive credit under one of its retirement plans for “donning and doffing” 
work if the credit would improve employees’ or former employees’ eligibility for pension 
benefits.  Cohen Milstein was co-lead counsel. 

In addition, Cohen Milstein is an innovator in new areas of the law.  Cohen Milstein was in the 
forefront of filing antitrust claims on behalf of indirect purchasers in 1993 and 1994, when it filed 
state-court actions in 18 states on behalf of indirect purchasers of infant formula.  This was the first 
effort to systematically and simultaneously pursue treble damages claims on behalf of indirect-
purchasing consumers in all states where antitrust laws permitted such claims.  This approach, and 
variations of it, has since become the accepted model for pursuing antitrust damages on behalf of 
indirect-purchasing consumers.  The Firm also has been in the forefront of the development of 
international antitrust theory and litigation of claims.  As the global economy has produced worldwide 
conglomerates, so, too, has the nature of antitrust violations changed.  For example, in Kruman v. 
Christie’s International PLC, et al. Docket No. 01-7309 and In re Bulk Vitamins Antitrust Litigation, 
MDL 1285 (D.D.C.), both the parties and the anticompetitive actions were played out on a world, 
rather than domestic, stage.  The firm also represents and won Lead Plaintiff status for domestic and 
foreign investors in a foreign company’s bonds, in a PSLRA litigation being pursued in the United 
States, In re Parmalat Securities Litigation, Master Docket 04 Civ. 0030 (LAK) (S.D.N.Y.).   

 
Cohen Milstein has also served as lead or co-lead counsel, or on Plaintiffs’ Executive Committee(s), in 
many dozens of antitrust, securities, consumer protection or product liability, civil rights, and human 
rights class action cases. 
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Awards & Recognition 
 

In 2012, for the second-year in a row, Cohen Milstein was selected to the National Law Journal 
Plaintiffs’ Hot List. 
 
In 2012, Cohen Milstein was recognized as a "Highly Recommended Washington, DC Litigation 
Firm" by Benchmark Plaintiff: The Definitive Guide to America’s Leading Plaintiff Firms and 
Attorneys. 
 
In 2012, Cohen Milstein was ranked as a top firm by the 2011 SCAS Report on Total Securities Class 
Action Settlements.   
 
In 2012, Cohen Milstein was ranked as a Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm in the United 
States by the Legal 500 for the fourth year in a row. 
 
In 2012, Partner Joseph M. Sellers was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer.  Mr. Sellers was 
also selected for this prestigious award in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2012. 
 
In 2012, Partner Steven J. Toll was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer.  Mr. Toll was also 
selected for this prestigious award in 2007, 2009, 2010, and 2011. 
 
In 2012, Partner Daniel S. Sommers was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer.  Mr. Sommers 
was also selected for this prestigious award in 2011. 
 
In 2012, Partner Christine E. Webber was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer.  Ms. Webber 
was also selected for this prestigious award in 2007. 
 
In 2012, Partner Agnieszka M. Fryszman was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer. 
 
In 2012, Partner Kit A. Pierson was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer. 
 
In 2012, Partner Carol V. Gilden was selected as an Illinois Super Lawyer.  Ms. Gilden was also 
selected for this prestigious award in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2011. 
 
In 2011, Cohen Milstein was selected to the National Law Journal Plaintiffs’ Hot List. 
 
In 2011, Partner Joseph M. Sellers was selected as a "Visionary" by The National Law Journal.  
 
In 2011, Partner J. Douglas Richards, Of Counsel Joel Laitman, and Of Counsel Christoper Lometti 
were selected as New York - Metro Super Lawyers. 
 
In 2011, Partner Joseph M. Sellers and the Keepseagle v. Vilsack team were selected as a finalist for 
the 2011 Trial Lawyer of the Year Award from the Public Justice Foundation. 

 
In 2011, Cohen Milstein was ranked as a Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm in the 
United States by the Legal 500 for the third year in a row.  

 
In 2011, Partners Steven Toll, Joseph Sellers, and Daniel Sommers were selected as Washington DC 
Super Lawyers.  Partner J. Douglas Richards, Of Counsel Joel Laitman and Christoper Lometti were 
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selected as New York - Metro Super Lawyers.  Partner Carol Gilden was selected as an Illinois 
Super Lawyer. 

 
In 2011, Cohen Milstein was a recipient of The National Law Journal’s Pro Bono Award.  The Firm 
was named one of the “six firms that best reflect the pro bono tradition.” 

 
In 2010, Partner Joseph M. Sellers was selected as one of “The Decade’s Most Influential Lawyers” 
by The National Law Journal.  
 
In 2010, Partner Steven J. Toll was named one of Law360’s “Most Admired Attorneys”. 
 
In 2010, Partner Andrew N. Friedman was selected as a Washington DC Super Lawyer. 
 
In 2010, Partner Linda Singer was selected as one of “Washington’s Most Influential Women 
Lawyers” by The National Law Journal. 

 
In 2010, Partner Agnieszka M. Fryszman was selected as a finalist for the Trial Lawyer of the Year 
Award from the Public Justice Foundation. 

 
In 2010, Partners Joseph M. Sellers and Agnieszka M. Fryszman were both selected as one of the 
Lawdragon 500 Leading Lawyers in America. 

 
In 2010, Cohen Milstein was once again ranked as a Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm 
in the United States by the Legal 500. 
 
In 2009, Partner Steven J. Toll was named a Top Attorney in Corporate Litigation for Securities 
Litigation by Super Lawyers. 
 
In 2009, Partners Joseph M. Sellers and Christine E. Webber were named as Top Washington 
Lawyers by the Washingtonian Magazine. 
 
In 2009, Cohen Milstein was recognized as one of the top 50 law offices in Washington D.C. for 
diversity efforts. 
 
In 2009, Cohen Milstein was nominated for the prestigious Class Action Law Firm of the Year 
award by Global Pensions magazine for the third year in a row. 
 
Cohen Milstein ranked as a 2009 Leading Plaintiff Class Action Antitrust Firm in the United 
States by The Legal500.  
 
The 2008 SCAS Report on Total Securities Class Action Settlements ranked Cohen Milstein as a 
top firm for the second year in a row.  
 
In 2008, Cohen Milstein was nominated for the prestigious Class Action Law Firm of the Year 
award by Global Pensions magazine for the second year in a row.   
 
In 2008, Managing Partner Steven J. Toll was named one of Lawdragon’s 100 Lawyers You Need to 
Know in Securities Litigation. 
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In 2008, Steven J. Toll and Joseph M. Sellers were both named as one of Lawdragon’s “500 Leading 
Lawyers in America.” 
 
500 Leading Plaintiffs’ Lawyers in America 
Lawdragon 
January-February, 2007 
 
Top Antitrust Plaintiffs’ Firm  
Competition Law 360 
February 14, 2007 
Cohen Milstein named #1 
 
Joseph M. Sellers was selected by his peers to be included in the 2007 edition of The Best Lawyers in 
America® in the specialty of Civil Rights Law. 
 
Beacon of Justice Award - For Cohen Milstein’s work on the Guantanamo cases. 
From the National Legal Aid and Defender Association 
Summer 2007 
 
Fierce Sister Award - For Cohen Milstein’s work on the comfort woman case. 
Summer 2007 
 
The Plaintiffs’ Hotlist 
The National Law Journal 
October 9, 2006  
 
Runner up for Matter of the Year 
Global Competition Review 
February, 2005 
On Empagran matter, praised for ingenuity in how the case was prosecuted 
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